NOTES ON WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FISHES, No. 1
by T. D. Scorr

[read 12 June 1958]

SUMMARY

Seven new species Irom North Western Australia are  described  und
figured. New localities and ranges of distribution are given for seventcen
Western Australian fishes.  Sixteen further species are recorded as new records
for that State, and eight species, onc of which is figured, are listed as new
records for Awstralia. Polynemus specularis De Vis is considered to be a
synonym of Polynemus muftiradiatus Gunther.

INTRODUCTION

 During the past five years the Underwater Spearfishermen’s Association of
Western Australia has sent to the South Australian Muscum for identification, a
collection of about 500 onshore and reef-living fishes from that State. Thesc
fishes, collected by means of the spear-gun, or multi-pronged hand spear, were
preserved in formalin, packed in 4-gallon collecting drums, and forwarded to
the Muscum. The accompanying notes on the specimens provided uscful in-
formation as to the distribution, abuncdance and habitats of these fishes. In
many cases, coloured photographs were taken at the time of capture of the
specimens, and these have provided useful records of life colouration.

This is the first of a series of papers dealing with the fishes of Western
Australia; T wish to express my thanks to the Underwater Spearfishermen’s As-
sociation of Western Australin and in particular to Mr, F. Barrctt-Lennard for
his valuable assistance in the collecting of many of these specimens, and for the
most useful notes and colour photographs which he has placed at my disposal,

Family SYNODONTIDAE
CGenus Saurma Cuv. and Val., 1849

Saurida tumbil (Bloch)
Salio tumbil Bloch, 1793, Nat. Ausl. Fische, 9, p. 112

Two specimens measuring 155 mm. and 170 mm. total length were taken
at Point Samson, August, 1957, and Exmouth Gulf, November, 1954, respectively.
Add arca 5 to Whitley's (1948, p. 13) distribution of this species in Western
Australia,

Family MUGILIDAE
Genus Liza Jordan und Swain, 1884
Liza vaigiensis (Quoy and Gajmard)
Mugil vaigiensis Quoy-and Gaimard, 1824, Vov. Uranie Thysic, p. 337, pl. 59, fig. 2.

A small specimen measuring 108 mm. total Iength was taken at Point Sam-
son, December, 1957, Add area 5 to Whitley’s (1948, p. 17) distribution of this
species in Western Australia,
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